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The arrival of the delegation of Afghanistan’s women rights activists and diplomats who
continue to demonstrate exceptional strength, courage, and resistance. Women from
all walks of life represent the beauty and diversity of Afghanistan. 

11th September 2022

We invited the following delegation: 
1.     Shukria Barakzai 
2.     Fawzia Koofi 
3.     Nilofar Ayoubi 
4.     Nabila Musleh 
5.     Sara Seerat 
6.     Aliye Yilmaz 
7.     Tamana Niazi 
8.     Nigara Mirdad 
9.     Atefa Tayeb
10.  Homira May Rezai 
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Reception at the Embassy
and Permanent Mission of
Afghanistan in honor of the
delegation of Afghanistan’s
women, who came to Geneva
to participate and engage in
the different activities of the
51st Human Rights Council
Session. Our main task has
been to provide a platform
for women of Afghanistan, to
raise their voices and to echo
those from inside
Afghanistan. 

The Activities of the Permanent Mission of
Afghanistan to UNOG during HRC51:

Afghanistan's women delegation
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 Inauguration of the photo exhibition “Images of a Diverse Afghanistan”, featuring the
work of the renowned photojournalist and humanitarian Reza, as well as with the
participation of an Afghan female photographer, Habiba Alizada “Tahmina”. 
The president of the Human Rights Council, Ambassador Federico Villegas, and
Ambassador Nasir Ahmad Andisha inaugurated and opened the exhibition in front of
room XX of the Human Rights Council, on the 12th of September at 12.15PM. 
The photo exhibition has been available from the 12 to the 30 of September. 

12th September 2022

The Activities of the Permanent Mission of
Afghanistan to UNOG during HRC51: photo

exhibition 
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ID with SR on Afghanistan (see the general report) 
Enhanced ID on the Human Rights Situation of Women and Girls in Afghanistan (see the
general report). 

Side event on Accountability (see report on side event),

The delegation of Afghanistan’s women rights activists and diplomats visited the GCSP
(Geneva Center for Security Policy). They have interacted with the think tank and the
peace community building with the aim of exchanging ideas and experiences since the
Taliban’s takeover in August 2021. 

12th September 2022

The Activities of the Permanent Mission of
Afghanistan to UNOG during HRC51: engagement

with the Council & visit to GCSP 
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12th September 2022

WIPO Hall: Reception held on the occasion of the 103rd Anniversary of Regaining of
Independence of Afghanistan with the participation of the representative of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Permanent Representatives of United Nations Member Governments,
Members of international organizations, non-governmental and civil society institutions,
officials of the city of Geneva and Afghans residing in Switzerland. 

The gathering, held in the hall of the World Organization for Intellectual Properties
(WIPO) in Geneva, began with the welcoming of guests, followed by the recitation of the
country’s national anthem, and then with a speech delivered by Dr. Nasir Ahmad
Andisha, who spoke of the achievements accomplished by Afghanistan over the past
twenty years. He was very proud of all the progress Afghanistan has made. From 2001
to 2019, the number of students in schools in Afghanistan, from girls to boys, rose from
nine hundred and fifty thousand to nearly ten million. More than 35% of these students
were girls. Afghanistan had an elected parliament with 27% of women in the country
and had the most open and active media and freedom of speech across the region.
Sadly, on the 103rd anniversary of Afghanistan’s independence, one must admit that
these advances are gone. School gates are blocked for girls above sixth grade and the
right to work and freedom of Afghan women is removed. So many Afghan people have
fled their homeland. Freedom of speech has been completely abolished, the media has
been restricted, personal freedoms have been taken away, fear and terror is spreading
in the country, and people's privacy is not protected. There are many cases of forced
migration, torture, murder and killing of innocent people in Panjshir, Andarab, and
northern Afghanistan. Ambassador Andisha also prayed for the souls of the martyrs
who sacrificed their lives for the liberation of Afghanistan, he said that the Afghan
people had faced many problems since independence, but they never lost the spirit of
freedom, resistance and hope for the future. At the conclusion of the gathering, guests
were served saffron tea and Afghan food, reflecting the rich culture of Afghanistan.

The Activities of the Permanent Mission of
Afghanistan to UNOG during HRC51: 

 103rd Afghanistan Independence day at WIPO
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WIPO Hall Event

The Activities of the Permanent Mission of
Afghanistan to UNOG during HRC51: 

 103rd Afghanistan Independence day at WIPO
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12th September 2022

Interactive Dialogue
with the Special
Rapporteur on
Afghanistan
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   At the outset, I wish to salute the brave Afghan women
and men, youth, human rights defenders, media worker, and
other civil society activists who continue to struggle
peacefully for human rights in their country, sometimes at a
great risk to their own lives.

Security in Afghanistan is deteriorating again. I remain
concerned about the protection of civilians, especially its
damaging impact on children. Brutal attacks on civilians
mainly claimed by the Islamic State- Khorasan Province (ISIL-
KP) casts doubt on the de facto authorities' ability to ensure
security and protection of people from harm. I call on all the
parties to respect international human rights and
humanitarian law and to refrain from targeting civilians.

I am particularly concerned that former Afghan National
Defence and Security Forces and other officials of the former
government remain subject to ongoing arbitrary detention,
torture, [sometimes in private prisons], extrajudicial killings
and forced disappearances, despite the amnesty declared by
the Taliban...

 

Opening Remarks
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 The situation of ethnic and religious minorities, which have
faced historical persecution and attacks, has continued to
deteriorate since August 2021. Places of worship, educational
and medical centres and public transport have been
systematically attacked.  Attacks have affected Sufi and Sikh
communities with devastating effects. 

Fundamental freedoms remain bleak with civic space continuing
to shrink. Civil society organisations, and human rights
defenders in particular face numerous pressures including
drying up of funding, non-recognition by the de facto authorities,
as well as reprisals and threats. As with inclusive government,
civic space is critical for a peaceful society in which rights are
respected. 

....the international community must acknowledge its own role
and responsibility for the situation unfolding in Afghanistan
today, recognise the Afghan survivors and victims and listen to
them about what they consider necessary to rebuild their
country – and support their efforts politically and financially.
Equally, the international community should pay particular
attention to the calls from Afghans across all walks of life for
accountability and justice, for concrete and effective challenges
to the impunity pervasive in the country and to remedying the
wrongs of the past to prevent their recurrence in the future.

 

Opening Remarks



  The story of broken promises is well-known by now; the
seriousness of the situation well-established.

Respect for human rights is indispensable to a legitimate
government. It is the benchmark for any international
engagement, including in the delivery of aid. 

However, the hope for change by the Taliban has now
become an untenable and unsustainable approach. Armed
with their discriminatory, authoritarian agenda, the
Taliban are mercilessly proceeding on the path of
complete control. Tyranny is the order of the day. The
Taliban have not relented in their ruthless campaign of
terror, violations and abuses - for which there has been no
accountability. 

Today’s report and recent reports by UNAMA and NGOs
fail to capture the full nature and extent of violations and
abuses across the country. Insufficient resources, an
inability to access locations where violations are taking
place, and fear of seeking redress have made it impossible
to grasp the dire situation on the ground. How many more
violations will be allowed to go undocumented? How
many more victims will go unheard?
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 The time could not be more ripe for a dedicated
monitoring mechanism with sufficient staff,
resources, and capacity. It will allow for independent
international documentation and the development of
a historical record. Such a mechanism will pave the
way for the identification of those responsible, for
perpetrators to be held to account, and for victims to
have access to redress. It will enable coordination
with the OHCHR, UNAMA, mandate holders, the
International Criminal Court, other U.N. bodies, and
civil society organisations. It will provide the
foundation for the larger project of justice and
prevention.

The Council’s failure to respond to the crisis in
Afghanistan means that serious violations of human
rights can be met with apathy and selectivity; that
this Council is a forum for the exchange of words
without action; a place to preserve one’s own
interests over universal respect for human rights;
where victims are left behind, while abusers walk
freely. 

The cost of impunity is inhumanity. 

 

SUMMARY BY THE PERMANENT MISSION OF
AFGHANISTAN AT UNOG

UNITED NATIONS
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 51ST51ST SESSION SESSION

Afghanistan (Country Concerned)

10



The EU remains deeply alarmed by the increase of human rights
violations and abuses and international humanitarian law
violations in Afghanistan. Accountability must be ensured and,
in this regard, we recall that Afghanistan is a party to the Rome
Statute. 

The situation of women and girls' rights continues to
deteriorate. The shrinking space for civil society and restrictions
on human rights and fundamental freedom remain a primary
concern.

 

 European Union (EU) 
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The OIC reiterates its serious concerns over the
humanitarian, human rights, social and
economic situation in Afghanistan that in many
ways is a product of decades of conflict and
instability.

We renew our call for respecting the basic
human rights and freedoms of all Afghans,
including women, children and minorities. 

We reaffirm our unwavering support for an
Afghan-led and Afghan-owed national
reconciliation process.

Pakistan on behalf of Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC)



We are deeply concerned about the continued deterioration in
the human rights situation in Afghanistan. We are alarmed by
the speed and scale of the deprivation of human rights and
fundamental freedoms of Afghan women and girls.

 
 

Denmark on behalf of NB8 (Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Iceland,
Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Sweden)
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The report eloquently describes the negative spiral in
which Afghanistan has arrived after the Taliban take-over
in August 2021. The “caretaker” cabinet announced more
than a year ago is still as non-inclusive, non-diverse and
non-representative as it was back then, and its
authoritarian and intolerant policies and behavior -
including ethnically motivated killings - unfortunately
bear its hallmark

Belgium



The situation in Afghanistan remains grave as human rights
violations and abuses persist at the hands of the Taliban.
Ireland is particularly concerned by credible allegations of
extrajudicial killings, arbitrary arrests and detentions, as well
as torture and ill-treatment. Fundamental freedoms, including
the right to freedom of expression, association, and assembly,
have been swiftly eroded by the Taliban over the past year. 
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We are gravely worried about the staggering
human rights violations in Afghanistan,
especially of women and girls, or dissolving
independent oversight mechanisms and
institutions, including both houses of Parliament,
Independent Human Rights Commission as well
as independent media.

We wish to repeat our call on the Taliban to
implement their human rights obligations.

Czech Republic

Ireland



Special Rapporteur, we also welcome your efforts to
shed light on the broader situation of human rights
in Afghanistan. Religious and ethnic minorities
continue to be targeted, including by terrorist
groups. There are allegations of arbitrary detention,
torture and extrajudicial killings at the hands of the
Taliban. Media freedoms have been restricted and
there are all too frequent reports of peaceful public
dissent being violently repressed. 
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Former government officials, human rights
defenders, activists, and journalists have been
harassed, detained, and allegedly severely abused.
Ethnic and religious groups are being increasingly
targeted by ISIS-K.

We are particularly troubled with expanding
restrictions on women and girls in all their diversity.  
We implore the Taliban to reverse their regressive
edicts, hold those responsible for violence to
account, and uphold their promises to the Afghan
people.

United Kingdom of Great Britain & Northern Ireland

United States of America



The socio-economic development of the country
requires practical measures to facilitate humanitarian
assistance and protection, as well as respect for the
rights of women and girls and of minorities and their
full participation in public life. 

Switzerland also reiterates the importance of the
establishment of an independent investigation
mechanism, which is essential for accountability. 
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Since the Taliban takeover, we have witnessed a
systematic deterioration of the rights of women and
girls. Women are excluded from public and political
life, and restricted in their access to education,
humanitarian assistance, employment, justice and
health services. Women and girls’ lives and prospects
are confined to the home.

UN Women is also committed to continue supporting
women-led organizations and women human rights
defenders who are at the forefront of the world’s
biggest women’s rights crisis

Switzerland

UN Women
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Since the Taliban takeover in August 2021, the evidence is damning
that they are the same extremists that revoked basic rights, of
women, girls and minorities, in the 1990s. Again, they established
gender apartheid, falsely using religion and tradition as an excuse.

Some people argue Taliban brought peace and security, forgetting
that Taliban were the reason for insecurity for the past 20 years.
Also, how can you say that there is security when women face
violence at home and in public? Afghans do not want graveyard
security. 

The systematic violation of women’s rights in Afghanistan and
around the world must be treated as war crimes and crimes against
humanity. If we do not end this culture of impunity, history will
repeat itself outside of Afghanistan as well.

We call on the Human Rights Council to ask to be provided
with regular updates by the OHCHR and the Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in
Afghanistan and: to establish an independent
investigative mechanism in parallel to the Special
Rapporteur’s mandate and to collect evidence, document
and investigate all alleged violations and abuses,
including their gender dimension.  

International Commission of Jurists

World Organisation Against Torture
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Gross violations of human rights, such as arbitrary arrest, torture,
enforced disappearances, and extra-judicial killings targeting
women, human rights defenders, journalists, and former
government employees by the Taliban are widespread and
alarming. Ethnic and religious minorities in Afghanistan continue
to bear the brunt of the Taliban’s atrocities. Human rights
defenders, journalists and activists have been forced into hiding
or exile fearing persecution. Taliban continues to interfere in the
distribution of humanitarian aid from international organisations
to divert aid to its loyalists instead of those most in need.

In the absence of all domestic human rights and rule of law
institutions or independent reporting, victims of Taliban’s crimes
risk being forgotten and ignored by the international community.
Only a full-fledged international accountability mechanism with
the mandate and resources can document, investigate and
account for the full extent and gravity of the crimes that continue
to be committed in Afghanistan. 

The dire human rights situation is compounded by the complete
absence of the rule of law and by the Taliban’s dismantling of
both state and independent institutions. This perpetuates
impunity for abuses. Afghanistan can no longer afford to be run
by “de facto” authorities that act in complete disregard for the
country’s constitutional framework and its international human
rights obligations. It urgently needs democratic and accountable
institutions at the executive, legislative, administrative, and
judicial level.

International Federation for Human Rights Leagues

Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development
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We welcome the report of the Special Rapporteur. 

One year since the Taliban’s unlawful takeover of
Afghanistan, widespread and systematic violations and
abuses of human rights continue to accumulate by the day -
without any accountability.

Existing efforts of documentation consistently paint a
limited picture due to lack of access, mandate, and
resources. The Taliban have failed to address the situation,
while victims remain unheard. 

The Council’s failure to respond will only reinforce the
culture of terror, impunity, and oppression. It will only
enable further horrific atrocities against marginalized,
vulnerable, and at risk groups - from women, girls, and
minorities, to journalists and human rights defenders. 
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We urge this Council to immediately establish a dedicated
accountability mechanism this session- 

1. to investigate all alleged violations and abuses of human
rights and international humanitarian law, and
international crimes;

2. to collect, consolidate and analyse evidence in view of
any future legal proceedings;

3. to document and verify relevant information and
evidence, including through field engagement;

4. to identify, where possible, those individuals and entities
responsible with a view to ensuring they are held
accountable; and

5. to make recommendations with a view to ending
impunity, preventing further violations, and ensuring
access to justice and redress for victims. 
Decisive action will mean the Council stands firmly on the
side of peace, justice, and human rights, on the side of the
victims everywhere. 
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12th September 2022

Enhanced Interactive
Dialogue on the

Situation of Human
Rights of Women and
Girls in Afghanistan
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 The denial of women’s and girls’ rights is central to the
Taliban’s ideology, which includes women’s exclusion from
public and political life.  If the Taliban were in charge of
this Council, would there be a single woman in this room,
let alone speaking?

While the human rights of women and girls have never
been fully respected in Afghanistan, nowhere else globally
has there been as widespread and all-encompassing a roll 
 back as since the Taliban seized power in August 2021.

Step by step, with one exception, edicts have been
imposed that not only restrict women and girls’ daily lives,
they rob them of their futures and strip them of their
identity and dignity, including for example the suspension
of girls’ secondary education, mandatory face covering,
the injunction to stay at home except when necessary,
requirement for a male chaperone (mahram) and the
punishment of men for the so called misdemeanours of
their female relatives. 
 

Opening Remarks
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Women and girls belonging to ethnic and religious
minority groups, and those with disabilities, face
further discrimination and complications. And single
mothers, older women, women who are the sole
income earners in their family face unprecedented
difficulty to sustain themselves and their families.

Let me be clear, Afghanistan must comply with its
international obligations under the Convention on the
Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)
and the Convention on the Political Rights of Women
(CPRW); such compliance is not optional. 

The de facto authorities must change their policies and
uphold women’s human rights. If they don’t change,
they must be held to account. In this regard, all forms
of gender justice including considerations of gender
persecution may be warranted, as is further
exploration of the concept gender apartheid.  
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 Afghanistan not surprisingly is ranked 156th out of 156 countries
by the Global Gender Gap Index 2021. In 2022 the situation is even
worse. 

Girls are banned from secondary education in most of the
provinces and from almost all kinds of employment. Women in
universities face harsh new restrictions. The officials on the street
often enforce the policy of requiring a maharam, a male family
member chaperone, to accompany any woman leaving her home.
Health sector is plagued with service gaps, shortage of staff,
supply and equipment, limited specialized care for women
particularly around reproductive health. There is reportedly an
increase in child marriage, and gap in protection, legal aid and
support services for women and girls. This has immensely
exacerbated the challenges faced particularly by female heads of
households, single women, widows and women living with
disabilities. Women’s participation in political and civil life is
almost nil. 

The international community should continue to create spaces to
make the voices of Afghan women and girls heard in all
international fora, to build their capacity to strategize, advocate
and be able to negotiate and amplify the diversity of Afghan
women's voice. Best practices from Islamic countries and Islamic
scholars in support of Afghan women to counter the Taliban
narrative could be mobilized. CEDAW has had many positive
dialogues with Islamic states in building full compliance to the
Convention. 
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 The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights has sought to bring a diversity of voices of
Afghan women, inside and outside Afghanistan, to this
Council to ensure that you hear their own views and
concerns about the issues affecting their lives. 
Afghanistan is now the only country in the world where girls
are denied secondary education. Considering the vital role
of education in the life of children and for society as a
whole, the Taliban have not only eliminated girls’
development opportunities and their ability to live
independent lives in the future but have also set back the
opportunity to ensure that Afghanistan is on the path to an
equal, just, peaceful and prosperous country. 

We are appalled by reports of attacks against women
journalists and human rights defenders to silence their
voices, including arbitrary arrest and detention, torture, ill-
treatment, enforced disappearance and killings. We are not
aware of any investigations being initiated on such cases,
and no one responsible for such crimes have been brought
to justice.



SUMMARY BY THE PERMANENT MISSION OF
AFGHANISTAN AT UNOG

UNITED NATIONS
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 51ST51ST SESSION SESSION

Ms. Razia Sayad, Afghan lawyer, former Commissioner at
the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission

25

Ms. Zahra Joya, Journalist and representative of
Rukhshana Media

Since August 2021, the regime has dismantled several institutions
whose mandates were to protect women's rights and enhance their
access to justice. The Taliban have disbanded Afghanistan's
Independent Bar Association, the Ministry of Women Affairs, the
Human Rights Support Directorate of the Ministry of Justice, the
Prosecution Office against Harassment of Women, and the gender
directorates of all ministries. The regime has also shut down the
courts and prosecution offices for the Elimination of Violence against
Women. Female judges, prosecutors, and defense lawyers are
prohibited from practising law. 

Tragically, under Taliban rule, women lawyers and attorneys are
replaced with fanatic uneducated Taliban members whose verdicts
are neither based on civil nor Sharia laws. Unfortunately, a large
number of the regime's detainees are women. According to local
NGOs, the regime's morality police has arbitrarily detained nearly
1500 women over the last four months. Under the current
circumstances, these women have no prospects for access to justice. 

It is impossible to explain the impact of the thousands of Afghan women
losing their jobs and futures in just one year. Yet, we are now fighting for
our fundamental rights. The right to go to school. The right to be allowed
to work. The right to wear what we like. 

Taliban rule has reduced the value of women’s life to their bodies and
sexual organs. The group has imposed strict restrictions on women’s
personal and social life. Women journalists are particularly at risk. They
are disappearing from the Afghan media landscape because they are
women and work in the media.

I strongly urge the member states of the United Nations to provide
humanitarian visas to people at high risk, whose lives are threatened,
particularly those from vulnerable groups such as minority communities
and women at risk. Afghanistan is going through a critical time in its
history and the people of Afghanistan have held eyes to you.



“It is better to die once than to die a thousand times.” These
are words no girl in the world should ever have to say. Yet,
they depict the harrowing environment under which millions
of women and girls in Afghanistan are living. 

The Taliban have broken every promise - to the international
community and to the women and girls of Afghanistan. Their
strict ideological interpretation of Islam is antithetical to
international human rights law. Their draconian, misogynistic
form of rule does not reflect our religion, culture, or our
values. 

In their bid for absolute control, the Taliban is determined to
erase women and girls from every aspect of public life. The
international community must not remain complicit in this
erasure. Failure to act amounts to support for gender
apartheid. 

We call for the immediate establishment of an independent
monitoring mechanism by this Council to document violations
and abuses of human rights and international humanitarian
law, to identify those responsible, and to provide victims
redress and an avenue to be heard. Any further delay will only
serve to promote impunity. 
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We remain deeply concerned about the deteriorating situation in
Afghanistan, including the continuous human rights violations and
abuses, the lack of political inclusion and the growing humanitarian
needs. 

Promises made by the Taliban to respect human rights have not been
fulfilled. This is particularly true when it comes to women and girls,
whose lives have changed dramatically to the worse.
 
We strongly condemn the imposition of restrictive measures for
women and girls, excluding them from work, education, politics, and
public life. Afghanistan will never find peace and stability if half the
population is left out.

We urge the Taliban to take immediate steps to ensure women’s and
girls’ full and equal enjoyment of all human rights, including freedom
of movement, freedom of expression and access to education and
work. 

The EU calls on the Taliban to end all human rights violations and
abuses against women and girls, and to reverse the unacceptable
policies and practices that cancel all progress made in the past
twenty years. Full accountability is essential.  
Women and girls in Afghanistan must be able to participate fully,
equally and meaningfully in all spheres of public life,  live free from
all forms of violence, have free and equal access to health,
employment and education, as well as freedom of movement. 

We call on the Taliban to immediately open schools for girls of all
ages, as they have promised.

European Union

Sweden on behalf of Nordic-Baltic countries (Denmark, Estonia,
Finland, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Sweden)
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The OIC has consistently called for full respect of basic human rights
and fundamental freedoms of all Afghans, especially women and
girls. We, therefore, urge the de facto authorities to allow Afghans of
all ages, especially girls to continue their education. In this regard,
we hope the defacto authorities will revisit their decision to suspend
secondary education for girls.  
 
Meaningful participation of Afghan women and girls in public life is
imperative for their individual well-being, as well as for the socio-
economic development of the country, ravaged by decades of conflict
and instability. 

The OIC, therefore, re-emphasizes the importance of sustained
international engagement with people of Afghanistan.

It is now clear to everyone that the promises of de facto authorities
regarding women’s rights were empty. Step by step, women and girls
in Afghanistan are losing their rights, their freedoms, their access to
justice and - not in the least - their hope. Belgium especially deplores
the decree that male family members are punishable for women’s
conduct, which – in addition to everything else - effectively erases
women’s agency.

Belgium urges the Taliban to engage with Afghan women, to listen to
their demands and prioritize their equal participation in society
without delay - not only for the sake of gender equality, but also for
the future of Afghanistan.

Belgium

Pakistan on behalf of Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
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We must seek accountability and justice for the women who
continue to fight relentlessly for even the most basic human rights.
We call on the international community to use this platform and
other multilateral fora to amplify Afghan women and girls’ voices,
explore what support can be provided, and urge the Taliban to
respect universal human rights. 
We must continue to push the Taliban to reverse their restrictions on
women and girls’ enjoyment of their human rights, including the
right to education, the right to work, and freedoms of movement, of
peaceful assembly, and of expression. These universal human rights
are enshrined in the UN Charter and do not belong to any one
culture. Anyone seeking to participate in the international system
must respect them

Afghanistan is the only country in the world where girls cannot attend
secondary school. Women in Afghanistan are unable to move around
freely. They are confined to their homes. In many cases they are
unable to work. They are severely restricted from enjoying their
human rights.
With girls kept out of school, and as parents struggle to feed their
families, the risk of child early and forced marriage increases. 
The UK will continue strongly championing the voices of Afghan
women and girls. We will continue to provide life-saving support and
provide space for Afghan women’s voices. 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

United States of America
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The situation of women and girls in Afghanistan is particularly
worrying. Since the Taliban established de-facto control over the
country, amid the plummeting humanitarian and economic
conditions, women and girls in Afghanistan are being progressively
deprived of their most basic human rights, effectively disappearing
from every sphere of the public live. 
We join the Special Rapporteur and others in the concern about the
high levels of gender-based violence against women and girls,
including domestic violence and call for the reinstatement of the
mechanisms for victims to seek protection, support, and
accountability. 
Afghan women and girls, as all Afghan people, deserve to live in
safety, security, and dignity.

Austria is also deeply worried about the situation of women
journalists in Afghanistan. According to Reporters Without Boarders
84% of women journalists and media workers have lost their jobs in
the past year; many female journalists were forced to leave
Afghanistan; and the new restrictions will make it difficult for those
who are still working. 

We call upon the de facto authorities to immediately reverse policies
and directives that negatively impact women as well as to prioritize
women’s and girls’ rights to equal participation in education,
employment, and all other aspects of public life.

Austria

Ukraine
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As their human rights continue to be denied and violated, the Special
Rapporteur mandate is essential to monitor and report on the
human rights situation in Afghanistan. However, the dire situation in
the country and the atrocities affecting women and girls require a
more robust response. 
The IBAHRI therefore calls on: 
this Council to establish an ongoing accountability mechanism
mandated to investigate alleged violations of human rights law
amounting to international crimes in Afghanistan, including crimes
against women and girls; States to put pressure on the Taliban to
ensure that women and girls are guaranteed to the right to
education, and to work in employments of their choosing; States, and
in particular the neighbouring States, to provide women and girls
with assistance, including with safe haven. 

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) expresses its deep
concern with the situation of women and girls in Afghanistan.
The situation of women and girls continues to be negatively affected
by increasing restrictions on their rights, education and access to
sexual and reproductive health, and systematic discrimination which
exacerbates long-standing inequalities, gender-based violence, early
marriage and other harmful practices, particularly for women and
girls with disabilities and those living in remote areas. 
As the world faces multiple, overlapping crises, we must not forget the
women and girls of Afghanistan.

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)

International Bar Association (IBA)
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The Taliban are stripping Afghan women of their civil, political,
economic, cultural, and social rights and freedoms. The Taliban’s
discriminatory edicts and practices, enforced by brutal displays of
public violence, are akin to a sort of ‘gender apartheid.’

The mandate of the Special Rapporteur remains necessary to
monitor and report on the human rights situation and must be
renewed, including with a specific eye on accountability.

It is time to take action and establish a mechanism dedicated to
documenting and seeking accountability for the gross human rights
violation and abuses, especially those committed against women and
girls, alongside the mandate of the Special Rapporteur

Taliban’s restrictions on women’s and girls’ rights in Afghanistan could
only be described as “gender apartheid”. 
I call on the members of the Human Rights Council to condition their
engagement with the de-facto authorities to the respect of women’s
and girls’ rights and to establish an independent investigative
mechanism in addition to the Special Rapporteur on Afghanistan, that
has the mandate and resources to investigate all human rights
violations, including the violations of the rights of women and girls. I
further urge the Human Rights Council to collaborate with UN
Women, UNAMA, and women-led organizations in Afghanistan in
order to establish safe-houses to protect to women victims of abuse. 

World Organisation Against Torture

International Commission of Jurists
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12th September - 7th October 2022 

Contributions of
Afghanistan to the

Interactive Dialogues 



A year since the Taliban’s illegal
military takeover, practices such as
gender apartheid, suffocating the
civic space, torture, arbitrary killings,
detention, and enforced
disappearances are only increasing,
often going un or under-reported and
almost always unabated with
absolute impunity. A worst decline in
rights situation demands equally
intensified response, robust
monitoring and documentation,
paving the way for accountability and
prevention. 

SUMMARY BY THE PERMANENT MISSION OF
AFGHANISTAN AT UNOG

UNITED NATIONS
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 51ST51ST SESSION SESSION

General Debate on the oral update by the High
Commissioner - 13th September 2022
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Delivered by: Mr. Hamid A. Formuli (Human
Rights Advisor to the Permanent Mission of

Afghanistan to UNOG, Geneva)



Following their unlawful takeover, the
Taliban have used the digital
apparatus left behind to identify and
intimidate. Mass surveillance is yet
another means to quench their
ceaseless thirst for control and
oppression. 

Pervasive surveillance and online
monitoring threaten human rights,
rule of law, and democracy.
Afghanistan risks descent into
authoritarianism. 
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Delivered by: Mr. Mohibullah Taib
(Counsellor, Permanent Mission of

Afghanistan to UNOG, Geneva)



The absence of full, transparent
investigation and accountability for
those responsible will only encourage
worse atrocities, in addition to ongoing
persecution of minorities and gender
apartheid. 

A delay in the ICC’s proceedings,
limited access, and resources reveal a
clear gap in accountability - our
common responsibility. 
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the promotion of truth, justice, reparation and

guarantees of non-recurrence - 16th September 2022
 

36

Delivered by: Mr. Mohibullah Taib
(Counsellor, Permanent Mission of

Afghanistan to UNOG, Geneva)
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 Since their unlawful takeover, the
Taliban have only expanded their
cruel pattern of arbitrary detention -
amounting to grave violations of
human rights, crimes against
humanity, and war crimes.

Victims are denied legal counsel,
contact with their family members,
and any form of remedy. They are not
only held without trial in horrific
conditions - but tortured, ill-treated,
and killed. No investigations have
been conducted; no prosecutions of
those responsible. 

Delivered by: Mr. Mohibullah Taib (Counsellor,
Permanent Mission of Afghanistan to UNOG,

Geneva)
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Impunity and denial reign. Families of
disappeared persons have not been
able to lodge complaints, or have
access to information, or remedies -
including effective search activities or
independent investigations. Subject
to torture and execution. Taliban
continues to use forced
disappearances as a measure of
threat.

With limited access across the
country, it is difficult to ascertain the
actual number of people forcibly
disappeared
 

Delivered by: Mr. Mohibullah Taib
(Counsellor, Permanent Mission of

Afghanistan to UNOG, Geneva)
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The proliferation of recruitment, financing, use and
transfer of mercenaries and related actors substantially
increases the risk of violence and violations of human
rights and international humanitarian law -
undermining peace and stability. Their modus operandi
makes it difficult to identify such actors and their
benefactors - posing a major hindrance in attributing
responsibility. 

Since the Taliban’s illegal takeover, rule of law and
security are absent and impunity rampant - creating the
perfect environment for these actors to flourish, at the
cost of the people of Afghanistan. 

Victims continue to face significant barriers in seeking
access to justice and remedies, deepening the already
deplorable gap in accountability. 

Delivered by: Mr. Mohibullah Taib (Counsellor,
Permanent Mission of Afghanistan to UNOG, Geneva)



SUMMARY BY THE PERMANENT MISSION OF
AFGHANISTAN AT UNOG

UNITED NATIONS
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 51ST51ST SESSION SESSION

General Debate on promotion and protection of all
human rights, civil, political, economic, social and

cultural rights, including the right to development - 21st
September 2022

 

40

It has been one year without rule of law - from
suspension of the constitution to the absence of
credible judicial proceedings. 

One year of reprisal killings (...) One year of cracking
down on civil society - from torture and disappearance
of human rights defenders to detention and ill-
treatment of journalists. One year of erasing culture -
from music to language. One year of crimes in Panjshir
and elsewhere - from summary executions to forced
displacement. 

How long will this Council delay the first step on the
road to justice? Where full, transparent investigations
are carried out? Perpetrators are held responsible?
Impunity is countered? Further violations prevented?
And above all - victims are heard and have access to
remedies? 

 

Delivered by: Mr. Mohibullah Taib (Counsellor,
Permanent Mission of Afghanistan to UNOG, Geneva)
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 Our pleas for collective action in response to the
widespread and now institutionalized
discrimination against the people of Afghanistan
have met with words of support but words aren’t
enough to stop the Taliban. The response of the HRC
and its special procedures could further strengthen
to commensurate with realities on the ground.

One of the solutions taken by the council in
response to States facing human rights crises is to
set up an independent accountability mechanism to
thoroughly document and investigate human rights
violations. Afghanistan requires the same to hold
the Taliban and its leaders accountable before an
international court or tribunal. 

Delivered by: H.E. Mr. Nasir Ahmad Andisha (Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Permanent

Representative of the Permanent Mission of Afghanistan to
UNOG, Geneva)
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“We are erased.” - This is the situation of
women and girls across Afghanistan - forced
into early marriages, unsafe in their own
homes, unable to leave, serve, attend school, or
access justice.

Today, we are discussing how to best integrate
the human rights of women in the work of the
Council. It is an opportunity to address the
worst women’s rights crisis in the world - by
establishing a dedicated accountability
mechanism for Afghanistan. Such a step is
indispensable to ensuring that these violations
do not take place anywhere else. 

Delivered by: Ms. Soraya Azizi (Third Secretary,
Permanent Mission of Afghanistan to UNOG, Geneva)
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The human rights abuses by the Taliban are
reaching new thresholds. The situation requires a
mechanism that matches its scale and magnitude,
a mechanism capable of investigating every
allegation that arise and establishing criminal
responsibility, while also providing a degree of
deterrence. 

This council has proven in the past, that if there is
political will, it can act timely and decisively. The
people of Afghanistan need your solidarity,
political will, and your timely action. We have
already let one year of violations and abuses go
undocumented, and unabated with full impunity. 

Delivered by: Mr. Hamid A. Formuli (Human Rights
Advisor to the Permanent Mission of Afghanistan to

UNOG, Geneva)
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Almost 30 years ago, the Vienna Declaration reaffirmed the
commitment to promote universal respect for human
rights. Yet today in Afghanistan, the world continues to
witness the suffering of over 30 million people. 
 
The Declaration states: “Democracy is based on the freely
expressed will of the people.” Yet, in Afghanistan just last
year, the Taliban took over by force, and govern by terror. 
The Declaration stresses the “strengthening of a pluralistic
civil society.” Yet in Afghanistan HR defenders disappear;
journalists tortured. 
 
The Declaration emphasizes: “Respect for human rights…
without distinction of any kind.” Yet, only today - there was
an attack on a school of our Hazara community in Kabul -
another atrocity that calls for the immediate
establishment of an accountability mechanism.

 

Delivered by: Mr. Mohibullah Taib (Counsellor,
Permanent Mission of Afghanistan to UNOG, Geneva)



SUMMARY BY THE PERMANENT MISSION OF
AFGHANISTAN AT UNOG

UNITED NATIONS
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 51ST51ST SESSION SESSION

General Debate on racism, racial discrimination,
xenophobia and related forms of intolerance,
follow-up to and implementation of the Durban
Declaration and Programme of Action   - 3rd

October 2022
 
 

45

We ask the council members - besides
condemning attacks on girls, minorities
and education in Afghanistan - to
strengthen the mandate of the Special
Rapporteur and establish a dedicated
accountability mechanism to deliver
justice to all those killed on the basis of
their ethnicity, religion and racial
identity, past and present. Linking the
Taliban’s primitive mindset and barbaric
actions to the so-called ‘cultural and
religious peculiarities of the people of
Afghanistan in itself amounts to racial
denigration. 

Delivered by: H.E. Mr. Nasir Ahmad Andisha
(Ambassador Extraordinary and

Plenipotentiary, Permanent Representative of
the Permanent Mission of Afghanistan to

UNOG, Geneva)
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Enhanced Interactive Dialogue on the report of the High
Commissioner and the report of the International

Independent Expert Mechanism to Advance Racial Justice
and Equality in Law Enforcement - 3rd October 2022
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Where the Taliban have committed and
otherwise failed to prevent atrocities or
carry out prompt investigations; where
families have been left alone to collect the
remains of loved ones; where victims have
had no access to justice; where the ICC
remains at a standstill; where no one has
been held responsible since the takeover of
Afghanistan - we ask how can the U.N.
system best ensure accountability, including
through the establishment of a dedicated
mechanism? 

Delivered by: Mr. Abdul Ahad Habibi (First
Secretary, Permanent Mission of Afghanistan to

UNOG, Geneva)



Direct and on-the-ground engagement and
support to people of Afghanistan are pivotal
in order to avoid further deterioration of the
situation and to keep the struggle for better
conditions going. In particular, it is
important to assist – technically and
financially – the Afghan Civil Society
Organisations and the media on the ground
and those in exile, in their struggle to
monitor and report on the human rights
abuses and crimes committed by the
Taliban.
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Delivered by: Mr. Hamid A. Formuli (Human Rights
Advisor to the Permanent Mission of Afghanistan to

UNOG, Geneva)
 



A_HRC_51_L.1/Rev.1, Promoting reconciliation, accountability and human rights in Sri
Lanka
A_HRC_51_L.2, World Programme for Human Rights Education
A_HRC_51_L.3, Νeurotechnology and human rights
A_HRC_51_L.4, The human rights of older persons
A_HRC_51_L.5, The right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard
of physical and mental health
A_HRC_51_L.7, The role of good governance in the promotion and protection of human
rights
A_HRC_51_L.8, Conscientious objection to military service
A_HRC_51_L.9, The right to development
A_HRC_51_L.10/ Rev.1, Strengthening the voluntary funds for the universal periodic
review mechanism of the Human Rights Council
A_HRC_51_L.11, Promoting international cooperation to support national mechanisms for
implementation, reporting and follow-up
A_HRC_51_L.12, Arbitrary detention
A_HRC_51_L.13, Situation of human rights in the Russian Federation
A_HRC_51_L.14, The safety of journalists
A_HRC_51_L.15/ Rev.1, Enhancement of technical cooperation and capacity-building in
the field of human rights
A_HRC_51_L.16/Rev.1, National human rights institutions
A_HRC_51_L.17, Countering cyber bullying
A_HRC_51_L.18, Situation of human rights in the Syrian Arab Republic
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Adoption of Resolutions -
6th and 7th October 2022
The 51st Regular Session of the Human Rights Council was
concluded with the adoption of 42 Resolutions and
rejected 1 Draft Resolution.



A_HRC_51_L.19, Situation of human rights in Ethiopia
A_HRC_51_L.20, Promotion of a democratic and equitable international order
A_HRC_51_L.21, Local government and human rights
A_HRC_51_L.22, Mandate of the Working Group on the use of mercenaries as a means of
violating human rights and impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-
determination.
A_HRC_51_L.23, Situation of human rights in Burundi
A_HRC_51_L.24/Rev.1, Technical assistance and capacity-building to address the human
rights implications of the nuclear legacy in the Marshall Islands
A_HRC_51_L.25, The human rights implications of new and emerging technologies in the
military domain
A_HRC_51_L.26, Statement by the President
A_HRC_51_L.27, Situation of human rights in Afghanistan
A_HRC_51_L.28/Rev.1,  From rhetoric to reality: a global call for concrete action against
racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance
A_HRC_51_L.29, The role of prevention in the promotion and protection of human rights:
rule of law and accountability
A_HRC_51_L.30, Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery, including its
causes and consequences
A_HRC_51_L.31, Human rights and Indigenous Peoples: mandate of the Special
Rapporteur on the rights of Indigenous Peoples
A_HRC_51_L.32/Rev.1, Youth and human rights
A_HRC_51_L.33, Human rights and transitional justice
A_HRC_51_L.34, Assistance technique et renforcement des capacités dans le domaine
des droits de l’homme en République démocratique du Congo
A_HRC_51_L.35/Rev.1, Assistance technique et renforcement des capacités dans le
domaine des droits de l’homme en République centrafricaine
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Adoption of Resolutions -
6th and 7th October 2022



A_HRC_51_L.36, Assistance to Somalia in the field of human rights
A_HRC_51_L.37, Draft decision on appropriate support to the Human Rights Council
A_HRC_51_L.38, Technical assistance and capacity-building for Yemen in the field of human
rights
A_HRC_51_L.39, Human rights and Indigenous Peoples
A_HRC_51_L.40, The human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation
A_HRC_51_L.41, Situation of human rights in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
A_HRC_51_L.42, Terrorism and human rights
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Adoption of Resolutions -
6th and 7th October 2022
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A/HRC/51/L.27,
Situation of Human
Rights in Afghanistan. 

The Draft Resolution,  submitted by the Czech Republic
on behalf of the European Union, was adopted with a
vote. 29 States voted Yes, 15 States abstained, and 3
States voted No.
Amendments A/HRC/51/L.49; A/HRC/51/L.50;
A/HRC/51/L.51; A/HRC/51/L.52; A/HRC/51/L.53;
A/HRC/51/L.54 to the Draft Resolution proposed by
China, Belarus and Venezuela were rejected.   

Link to the meeting on UN WebTV here.

Link to the Resolution here.

Link to the Report of the Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights in Afghanistan here.
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Important Links

Webcast
Following this link, you can find the
webcast of the Human Rights Council
meetings. 

Summaries
Following this link, you can find all the
official summaries of the meetings held
during the 51st Session.  

Documents
Following this link, you can find all the
Documents  and Reports related to the
Human Rights Council’s 51st regular
Session.

Resolutions
Following this link, you can find the final
text - in all official languages - of the
Resolutions  adopted during this
Session.

Contact Us
Embassy and Permanent Mission of
Afghanistan
23 Avenue de France
1202 Geneva, Switzerland

Telephone: +41 22 731 16 16
Email: afg.geneva@mfa.af or
mission.afghanistan@bluewin.ch 
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Summary and recommendations of the panel
discussion (side event) on Securing Accountability

for Human Rights Violations and Abuses in
Afghanistan 

 
13 September 2022

Summary:

The Center for Dialogue and Progress - Geneva's Afghanistan Human Rights
Resources Center in partnership with the Permanent Missions of Afghanistan,
Australia, Iceland, and Spain to the United Nations Office in Geneva, the UN
Women, and the International Commission of Jurists held a panel discussion at
the margin of the 51st Session of the Human Rights Council to initiate a
normative and practical discourse on advancing accountability for serious
human rights violations and abuses in Afghanistan.

The members of the panel discussed the unprecedented scale and magnitude
of the human rights abuses by the Taliban and emphasized on bolder action
from the Council. From strengthening the Mandate of the Special Rapporteur
on Afghanistan to establishing a dedicated accountability mechanism that
could document and verify human rights violations and abuses and violations
of international humanitarian law, as well as to provide deterrence and
preventive force against further violations.
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Introduction

The Center for Dialogue and Progress - Geneva's Afghanistan Human Rights Resources Center
in partnership with the Permanent Missions of Afghanistan, Australia, Iceland, and Spain to the
United Nations Office in Geneva, the UN Women, and the International Commission of Jurists
held a panel discussion at the margin of the 51st Session of the Human Rights Council on 13th
September from 3 to 4 pm, with virtual and in-person participation.
The panel focused on: (1) assessing options for the expansion of existing mandates or the
establishment of a new mechanism to enable systematic documentation and verification of
information and evidence relating to violations and abuses of human rights and violations of
international humanitarian law; (2) enhancing complementarities and interlinkages among
existing mandates and mechanisms; 
Accountability is indispensable to durable peace, just societies, and the achievement of inclusive
development. It is essential for human rights promotion and protection. Traditionally,
accountability has been a sensitive subject in Afghanistan, with impunity for human rights
violations and abuses prevailing. Since the illegal military takeover of Kabul by the Taliban, the
situation has only worsened. 
The Taliban have intensified their merciless campaign of enforced disappearances, arbitrary
detention, abduction, torture, and unlawful killings of former members of national security
forces, government officials, journalists, civil society activists, and women across the country. In
their bid for total control, the Taliban continue to silence any voice of dissent and implement
gender apartheid-like policies, erasing half of the population from the public sphere. Minorities
continue to be the target of discrimination and deadly attacks, which the Taliban fail to prevent
or provide any measure of redress. 
In the absence of national independent human rights institutions, limited capabilities of the UN,
and severely restricted civil society space, meaningful monitoring of human rights on the ground
has become impossible. The critical human rights situation demands a robust and sustainable
monitoring mechanism working in a coordinated manner with the existing mandates to
promote accountability and remedies for victims, counter impunity, and make
recommendations for the effective prevention of further violations. 
Permanent Representatives of Iceland, Mr. Einar Gunnarsson and Afghanistan, Mr. Nasir Ahmad
Andisha presented brief welcoming and introductory remarks followed with a discussion by a
rich panel chaired by Ms. Homira May Rezai of Hazara Committee in the United Kingdom, Mr.
Richard Bennett, Special Rapporteur on situation of human rights in Afghanistan, Ms. Fawzia
Kofi, former deputy speaker of parliament and Afghan women rights activist, Mr. Sam Zarifi,
Secretary General of the International Commission of Jurists, Ms. Heather Barr Associate
Director of women rights at the Human Rights Watch and Ms. Lailuma Nasiri, human rights
activists speaking from inside Afghanistan, provided their insights and practical
recommendations at the panel. The Panel was closed with remarks from Spain's Ambassador at
large for Feminist Foreign Policy, Ms. Maria Jesús Conde, and Mr. Jeff Roach, Deputy Permanent
Representative of Australia to the UN Office in Geneva. 

1.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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On behalf of the cosponsors, PR of Iceland welcomed the panelists and participants to the
meeting. He expressed that the road to accountability will be long, and one which we collectively
need to continue to pursue. Appreciating the support of the cosponsors, PR of Afghanistan
called it a testimony of growing concern, and consensus around the need to establish an
accountability mechanism and hoped that the discussion would contribute to exploring the
possibility of establishing an Investigative Mechanism and strengthening of the mandate of
Special Rapporteur.

Homira Rezai, a speaker and moderator of the panel, expressed content with the start of
discussions on accountability in Afghanistan and concern on the persisting impunity in the last
20 years for the international crimes Taliban committed even during their rule in 90s. She
mentioned two reports (by HRW and the British Parliament) on the situation of Shites and
Hazaras in Afghanistan according to which they are at risk of international crimes. She stressed
that the political implications around the classification of crimes against Hazaras as genocide
should not stop looking into the situation and preventing crimes from happening because it is a
common duty under the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide (1951).
The moderator urged the panelists to take on an intersectional lens when considering the
crimes committed by the Taliban. Afghanistan is an extremely diverse country: this particular
feature requires an approach that could take into account all the different identities,
experiences and communities living under the Taliban’s rule. 
Fawzia Kofi, recalled the urge from civil society activists for accountability and justice to go side
to side with peace and stability efforts, after the collapse of the Taliban in 2001. But the
response they continuously got was that peace and stability is a priority. She stressed the need
to prioritize this after 20 year, as Afghans achieved neither the peace and stability they wanted,
nor the rule of law. It's a strong indication that justice and rule of law is a prerequisite for peace
and stability, and that one can not go without the other, she pointed out.
Ms. Kofi highlighted that to be able to gain back the trust of the people, there is a need to give
people voice and ensure accountability as the culture of impunity has been there for too long.
People have lost their faith in existing structures such as ICC or HRC as they only hear beautiful
words from these entities but no action. 
There is no rule of law and constitution in Afghanistan, and that's why Ms. Kofi believes an
international accountability mechanism is crucial to hold Taliban into account for the very basics
at least. 
She recalled the question she is often asked on what the international community shall do?
BASIC STEPS. We're not asking the Human Rights Council to pick up a gun and fight against the
Taliban. But basic steps. Crime against humanity is happening in Afghanistan. Accountability for
these is the leverage that the world could use in solidarity with women and men of Afghanistan.

II. Summary of the proceedings 
A: Introductory remarks 

B: Contributions from the panelists
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Sam Zarifi agreed with the previous speakers that the situation in Afghanistan is the collapse of
the rule of law. We are seeing widespread and systematic violations of human rights, in many
cases amounting to crimes against humanity, in particular relating to the persecution of people
on the basis of ethnicity, religion, and gender.
From the ICJ point of view, it is crucial moment for the Human Rights Council to address the
unprecedented gender discrimination that is not normal by any standards. And the notion that
such practices are approved by religion or culture is unacceptable in Afghanistan like
everywhere else. This is why the ICJ has called on the Council to consider strengthening and
creating accountability mandates. 
According to Zarifi, though the term gender apartheid is not legally understood, there is no
comparison to what is happening in Afghanistan in terms of erasing women, and keeping them
from the entire spectrum of human rights. It's important for the Council to act in this regard. As
the investigation by the International Criminal Court which focuses on violations of international
criminal law, is still delayed, there's space for the Human Rights Council to step in.
The ICJ's work and research in Afghanistan suggests that there is no legal system left in
Afghanistan. More than 2000 judges and judicial officers have been fired. Lawyers had their
licenses revoked. And it is not clear what constitution or penal code apply right now, all that is
left is a barbaric penal system, which again demands and requires assistance from the
international community.
ICJ is encouraged by the efforts of the Special Rapporteur, his visits and his ability to engage with
the Taliban. But believes that this is not enough, it is unfair to place this burden simply on the
Special Rapporteur. When the position of the Special Rapporteur was created, several states
pointed out that they would prefer an accountability mechanism. A year later we believe that
this analysis is even more cogent, more true. And that's why ICJ favors extension and
strengthening of the mandate, and in addition, a human rights accountability mechanism added
with a strong message to the Security Council to also strengthen UNAMA's human rights
monitoring.
Heather Barr thanked the SR for saying out loud, the term gender apartheid and encouraged
the use of this framework as there is no other accurate description for the women situation in
Afghanistan. A state where women and girls can't study, work, move freely, have recourse for
violence committed against them and where male family members are held responsible for
thier acts, is a gender apartheid state.
So what is it that we actually can do in this situation? According to Ms. Barr, The first is to have a
clear understanding of what is actually happening as right now there are huge gaps in our
understanding of the right situation. The Afghan Media has been silenced. The international
media, the AIHRC and Ministry of women's affairs is gone. Not only specific places like Panjshir
but the whole country is a gap right now. 
According to Heather Barr, the systems that are in place can't begin to fill the existing gap. ICC
has yet to act since 2006, UNAMA has a broad human rights mandate, but has to also lead
engagement with the Taliban, and provides for the humanitarian needs of millions of Afghans.
SR is doing an excellent job, but it's an unpaid job with limited resources.
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What should the United Nations actually be doing right now? Asked Ms. Barr, to which her
response was that the UN should be collecting information about every allegation of rights
violations and abuses everywhere across the country, they should be responding to every
allegation with investigation. And they should be collecting and preserving all evidence from
every single case so there could be accountability in the future. As well some sort of deterrence
for the crimes that are happening now with complete impunity.
Lailuma Nasiri points out that the situation in Afghanistan has not changed: the recent closure
of some schools in Paktia province is proof of this. Despite the importance of the Report
produced by Mr. Bennett, this is not enough. It is utmost necessary that the HRC, the UN and
the whole international community implement the recommendations made in such a report, so
that it has an actual effect on the real lives of Afghan people living under the Taliban rule. 
Ms. Nasiri made various recommendations to the audience. It is necessary, according to her, for
the engagement with the Taliban to be condition-based, and to hold them responsible &
accountable for the crimes they have committed in the territory. She asked the HRC to establish
such an international mechanism of accountability.  
She stressed on the importance of supporting the CSOs and media in furthering accountability.
Engagement on the ground is essential: UN representatives, envoys and delegations should
keep in close contact with various groups in the country, in order to prevent a deterioration of
the situation & maintain the tussle for better conditions. 
Finally, Ms. Lailuma Nasiri suggested that the Taliban must be urged to act within the limits of
the international treaties that Afghanistan is a party to. 
Setting out the landscape, Richard Bennet called the discussion on the need for strengthening
accountability, as the beginning of a discussion that needs to happen. In his words it is clear that
Afghans have waited far too long for justice, and impunity remains a cause for serious concern.
He echoed the other speakers on the Taliban's suspension of independent oversight
mechanisms that were key for checks and balances, and Justice. The country is controlled
without a constitution, and parliament. The Human Rights Commission has been dissolved as
has the Independent Bar Association, taken over by the Taliban. There's uncertainty about
applicable laws and judicial processes and remedies available.
He expressed the need for the accountability and transitional justice to go hand in hand as
mutually reinforcing processes rather than seeing justice as a threat to peace. He also pointed
out the need for accountability to cover the multiplicity of actors involved. He expressed his
determination to use all available means within his mandate to advance accountability.
According to him, it is crucial to collect and preserve the vast body of information and evidence
on violations of international law that can be available for future use. His mandate has a fact-
finding and accountability element. He documents individual cases and is setting up a
documentation process, with his team on board. 
The SR requested the renewal and strengthening of his mandate by the Council. He also
suggested any new accountability mechanisms to be prudently designed to focus on where
value can be added, and avoid duplication or overlap.
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Amb. Maria Conde appreciated the compelling and bold statements by the panelists and
echoed their views on the need for full accountability. She stated that the road to accountability
starts from strengthening the mandate of the Special Rapporteur, including more financial and
technical resources, and reiterated Spain's support towards that end.
Amb. Roach also thanked the panelists for their contributions and compelling statements. He
recalled the statements from Afghan activists -that due to inaction hope is being lost- as a
sobering moment. He further touched upon the responsibility of the western countries on
assuring accountability for their own conduct in Afghanistan. Mr. Roach briefed on domestic
steps taken in Australia and concluded by reiterating their openness to addressing the question
of accountability including with regards to the allegations against Australian forces. 

C: Closing remarks



SUMMARY BY THE PERMANENT MISSION OF
AFGHANISTAN AT UNOG

UNITED NATIONS
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 51ST51ST SESSION SESSION

59

Crimes against humanity are being committed in Afghanistan, since such crimes are by
definition crimes against all of us, the Council has a collective responsibility to act. It is important
for the Council to engage further on what practical steps can be taken during 51st Session and
beyond, and keep Afghanistan on its agenda not only when it is in sessions but update on
intersessional basis as well, specially in support of Afghan women. (Richard)
The Special Rapporteur is currently the only existing mechanism with potential for assisting with
accountability. The panelist concurred on the need for the mandate to be strengthened and
further resources made available to it. The SR's technical team needs to be expanded to deliver
on all elements of the mandate including, fact-finding. Gender and minorities are already
mentioned in the mandate. Further language on collecting and preserving evidence and
documentation could be helpful.
Several panelists stressed the need for UNAMA's mandate to expand and its access enhanced,
with a major focus on human rights monitoring and data collection. 

Panelists spoke of the absolute collapse of rule of law and judicial processes in Afghanistan, and
in the absence of any domestic remedial structures and widespread impunity, the panel
highlighted the need for international accountability. 
Panelists highlighted the need for an international monitoring and accountability mechanism
that fits the current scale of widespread human rights abuses, and capable of investigating every
allegation that arises. This task calls for a mechanism that's on the scale that does not exist right
now. A fact-finding mission, commission of inquiry, or a similar mechanism with adequate
resources focused on verifying information about all alleged crimes is what is needed in
Afghanistan. 
Looking at Afghanistan, ICJ believes it is important to establish a separate mechanism. An
accountability mechanism that can look at, document, monitor, and also analyze the crimes and
abuses for what they are.
HRW, like ICJ, supports the creation of a new and separate mechanism to provide accountability
and monitoring of the human rights situation in Afghanistan, alongside the continued work of
the Special Rapporteur.

In its deliberations on the new mandates it is necessary for the Council to continue to think
creatively. And make available the right tools, such as asking for a report, or creating a new
mechanism. Any new mandate shall be prudently designed to avoid duplication or overlap with
existing mandates.

III. Conclusions and Practical Recommendations 
Strengthening the existing mandates and mechanisms

Establishment of an Independent Accountability Mechanism 

Avoiding duplication between existing and potential new mandates
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Several panelists stressed the need for operationalising the gender apartheid framework in the
case of Afghanistan, and invited all staekholders to explore what duties such an understanding
shall bring. 
Speakers also called for pursuing a more resourceful focus on women's rights, using different
mechanisms in place, including having focal points, or staff on the ground. Gender equality and
the rights of women and girls must be placed at the core of the Human Rights mandate and
instruments. And also, in the core of the work of the UNAMA. 
Three panelists highlighted the importance of accountability for past and current crimes to
ensure reconciliation and rebuilding Afghanistan as a peaceful country.
One panelist recommended using the right language in understanding the situation in
Afghanistan. Violence against certain ethnic and religious communities shouldnt be categorized
as general violence. Because of their systematic nature, they bear the hallmarks of international
crimes, ethnic cleansing and collective punishment. 
In order to further accountability, according to one of the panelists, it is necessary that the Civil
Soceity Organisations and the media in Afghanistan are financially supported and helped in their
struggle to monitor and report on the situation.

Special Focus on certain groups


